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Dates To Remember 
 

Uniform Shop – Next Open Day 
Tuesday 12th March 

Pupil Free Day 
Friday 8th March 

Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 
Monday 11th March 

Early Years Grandparents Morning Tea 
Thursday 14th March 

Chromebook – First Instalment 
Due by Friday 15th March 

School Photo Day 
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Sports Day 
Friday 29th March 
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 From Leadership Team 
 

 

2019 School Captains 

At the beginning of this term the Year 6/7 students had an opportunity to submit a 
written application for the role of school captain. Thank you to all those students who 
took the time and effort to apply. I’m pleased to announce and congratulate the 2019 
school captains; Ella B, Sarah H, Portia P, Olivia R, Charlotte F, Tahlia W, Aidan W 
and Harley T. 

Some of the roles and responsibilities of captains include; 

 Organising and running school assemblies 

 Giving school tours 

 Meeting and greeting special guests 

 Organising and running activities for the whole school 

 Supporting staff with various initiatives 

 Listening to and responding to all students in the school 

 Promoting, supporting and managing whole school events 

 Supporting the positive culture of our school – in class and in the yard 

It’s important to remember that all students can be leaders and they do not need to 
have a title to demonstrate effective leadership or be wonderful role models for others. 
My daughter Ava applied to be a sports captain at her school last year, and although 
she was initially disappointed at missing out, I was extremely proud of the resilience 
she demonstrated in congratulating her peers who were voted in, and in taking on 
other important roles in her school throughout the rest of the year. 

Staff News 

I wish Mr Wallis (Room 19) all the very best during his long service leave between now 
and the end of term 1. I’m pleased to share that Tamsin McDonald will be replacing 
Marc during this time and will work closely with our other Year 6/7 teachers to ensure 
the class continues to receive the same learning experiences. 

Pupil Free Day – Friday 8 March 

A friendly reminder that our first pupil free day is on Friday 8 March (week 6) where 
teachers will be involved in training and development on reading. 
 

Joe Blefari, Martin Woodcock & Sharon Foweraker 

  

Our School Values: 
Caring Honesty Excellence Respect Responsibility 

The Program Achieve Keys To Success: 
Confidence Persistence Getting Along Organisation Resilience 

mailto:dl.1051_info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.ridgehaven.sa.edu.au/


 

From Leadership Team continued 
 

2019 Parent Subcommittees 

As well as our Governing Council we also have the following subcommittees supporting the school. Thank you to these parents for volunteering their 
time, energies and expertise in their respective role/s in these groups. Parents are able to nominate for a subcommittee without joining the Governing 
Council.  

Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) – Kerri Cook, Deb Penney, Mel Leaver & Joe Blefari 

Parent Fundraising (PFC) - Mel Rawnsley, Jo Wardle, Mandy Mason, Mel Leaver, Ella Bailey (student rep) & Joe Blefari 

Finance Advisory – Craig Stirna, Lyn Krstic, Kylie Rosenberg & Joe Blefari 

Grounds & Facilities – Dave Toohey & Martin Woodcock 

Please note that parents do not necessarily need to be on one of these committees to support the work of these committees throughout the year. I’m 
sure there will be many opportunities, particularly around fundraising initiatives, where we would love additional assistance. I look forward to sharing 
updates from these subcommittees throughout the year.  

Leadership Conference 

At the beginning of the week I had the privilege and pleasure of attending a 2 day leadership conference organised by the Department for Education. I 
listened to Australian and international keynote speakers and attended workshops led by local principals from South Australia. The Minister for 
Education, Mr John Gardner and the Chief Executive, Rick Persse, released the Department’s new strategic plan and action plan that describes how 
as a system we will achieve our ambition of world-class education. Both plans build on the solid foundation we already have in place and focusses on 
the 5 key areas we know will help every child, in every class, in every school achieve growth. 

They are: 

 challenging learning 

 quality people 

 strong engagement 

 better support 

 targeted resources. 

Rick’s message around ‘not wasting a single day’, particularly resonated with me. 

Other key insights I gained from the conference included; 

 

 Parents demonstrating a keen interest in their children’s school activities is a larger indicator of children’s success at school than parental 

income  

 Every student deserves a great teacher, not by chance, but by design 

 Children are three times more likely to learn if they know what they are learning and why they are learning it  

 Children who read for 20 minutes each day will read approximately 282,000 words per year and score in the 90 th percentile on standardized 

tests 

 Children who read for 5 minutes each day will read approximately 1,800,000 words per year and score in the 50 th percentile on standardized 

tests 

 Children who read for 1 minute each day will read approximately 8000 words per year and score in the 10th percentile on standardized tests 

I look forward to sharing my learning with staff to best support all children to be the best that they can be. 

 

Free Parent Seminar - Mark LeMessurier 

On Wednesday 27 March Surrey Downs Primary School is hosting a free Mark LeMessurier parent seminar focussing on Dealing with Big Feelings. 
There’s an attached flier which provides further information about the session. I have attended a number of Mark’s seminars over the years and have 
always found them to be highly informative and engaging. If you would like to attend please contact Surrey Downs PS on 8251 1393 to reserve a 
place. 

 

 



From Leadership Team continued 
 

Cyber Safety 

The number of cyber issues schools and authorities deal with is growing at an increasingly rapid rate. Later this year we have organised SAPOL to 
talk to our older students about some of the dangers and risks associated with on line activity. I’d like to take this opportunity to remind you to keep 
your children cyber-safe and mobile safe. Some students participate in on line activities that they would not do in the real world. They think they are 
invisible and at times even anonymous. All on-line activity and phone activity can be traced.  
 
Some parents think that if their children are home using a computer they are safe and not in danger.  Nothing could be further from the truth. Your 
child could be placing him/herself in unsafe situations from your family home.  
 
I would like to offer you this advice: 
 

 Make it your business to know what your child is doing online. Teenagers (and preteens) are likely to take the position that their online 

activities are their business. But parents have a moral, as well as legal, obligation to ensure that their children are engaged in safe and 

responsible behaviour—including online behaviour. 

 

 Keep the computer in a public place in the house. Periodically check on what your child is doing.  Find out who his/her online friends are. 

 

 Be sure you know the online communities your child participates in and know his/her usernames in these communities. Review his/her 

public postings, including his/her profiles, Web pages, and blogs. Discourage active involvement in the kinds of environments that promote 

excessive self-disclosure of intimate information and rude behaviour. Your child may object and claim that these postings should be 

considered private. A child who makes this argument simply does not understand. The material posted on these sites is not private—

anyone can read it. If your child is uncomfortable about your review of the material, then this is a good clue that the material should not be 

posted. 

 

 Be up front with your child that you will periodically investigate the files on the computer, the browser history files and buddy lists, and 

his/her public online activities as well as his/her mobile phone log.  

 

 Be alert to secretive behaviour. It’s a danger sign if your child rapidly switches screens as you approach the computer or attempts to hide 

online or phone behaviour by emptying the history file. 

 

 If your child has engaged in unsafe or inappropriate behaviour, the most appropriate consequence is the use of monitoring software and 

consistent review of all public and private online activity. 

 
The following sites offer further resources and information for your discernment. 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources (iparent portal) 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/ (online safety) 

https://www.ncab.org.au/bullying-advice/bullying-for-schools/ (e smart schools) 

 

 

 

Preschool Sports Day - Wednesday 27 March 

I’m pleased to share that our preschool will be holding a ‘mini’ Sports Day on Wednesday 27 March, 9.30am – 11.00/11.30am. Our PE teacher, Mr 
Kym Hillard will be setting up some fun activities for the children to take part in. These will include activities such as; egg and spoon, running, 
parachute, tunnel ball and a parent race. The emphasis will be on children participating in physical activity, trying their best and most importantly, 
having fun! Ally and her preschool team will send home more information in the coming days. 

 

 

I hope you have a positive end to the week. 

Kind regards, 

Joe 

 

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/
https://www.ncab.org.au/bullying-advice/bullying-for-schools/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EASTER RAFFLE 

DONATIONS REQUIRED 

 

Support of donations will be much appreciated 
and can be left at the front office. 

 
Raffle books will be sent home in week 7 and 

will be drawn at school on Wednesday 10th April 
 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

The Uniform Shop has relocated to the front office and will 
be run by the office staff on the following dates in Term 1. 

 

 Week 7 Tuesday 12th March 2:30-3:30pm 

 Week 9 Monday 25th March 2:30-3:30pm 

 Week 11 Monday 8th April 2:30-3:30pm 

 

2019 SCHOOL M&S CHARGES 

 

Payment due by Friday 12th April 2019 
 
Payments can be made at the Front Office by Cash, 
Cheque, Eftpos or Credit Card.  Payments may also 
be made through the phone QKR app. 
 
Payment by Instalments can be arranged either by 
paying in person or by direct debit from your bank 
account or credit card. 
 
School Card forms must be completed every year.  
Forms are available from the front office for eligible 
families whose combined family income (from your  
2017/18 tax return) is under the following limits: 
 
 

No of children Annual Income Weekly Income 

1 $59,432 $1,143 

2 $60,493 $1,164 

3 $61,554 $1,185 

4 $62,615 $1,206 

5 $63,676 $1,227 
Each addt child $  1,061 $21 

 
 

SPORTS DAY 

Friday 29
th

 March 

 
 

2019 Pupil Free Days 
 

Term 1 - Friday 8 March 
Term 2 - Friday 7 June 

Term 3 - Friday 30 August 
Term 4 - Friday 22 November 

 

 
2019 School Closure Day 

Monday 2 September 
 



 
NEW SUBWAY ORDER FORM 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Meningococcal B immunisation  
 
Free Meningococcal B vaccinations will be available to children and students from 
1 February. 
 
To receive the free vaccine, children and students must be SA residents and have 
a Medicare card. 
 
Meningococcal disease is a serious infection caused by meningococcal bacteria. It 
can affect all age groups but it is most common in children under age 5 and in 
young people aged 15 to 20. 
 
To find out more information read the following factsheet relevant to your schools: 

 Factsheet for primary schools 

 Factsheet for secondary schools 

Contact: SA Health website for more information. 
 

https://decd.cmail20.com/t/i-l-nhtllg-ykdjkkfut-jt/
https://decd.cmail20.com/t/i-l-nhtllg-ykdjkkfut-ji/
https://decd.cmail20.com/t/i-l-nhtllg-ykdjkkfut-jd/


 
 



 







 



 

 



 
 


